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Message from the Administration 

 

If you have questions about anything you read in the newsletter or about things that are 

happening at school that you are wondering about – please give me a call at 613-836-2818 or 

send an e-mail to catherine.donnelly@ocdsb.ca - I would be happy to connect! 

 

Term Two learning is in full swing and classrooms are busy co-creating success criteria for math and 

language!  “Success criteria describe, in specific terms and in language meaningful to students, what 

successful attainment of the learning goals looks like. Criteria help students understand what to look 

for during the learning and what it looks like once they have learned. Quality success criteria make 

the learning explicit and transparent for students and teachers alike. They identify the significant 

aspects of student performance that are assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the “look‐fors”) in relation to 

curriculum expectations.” From Edugains resource Learning Goals & Success Criteria Assessment for Learning Video Series   

 

Our school learning plan goal this term is to help students become better at reflecting/problem 

solving in their work with math problems and over the next few weeks classes will be co-creating 

success criteria on what great “reflecting and problem solving” looks like.   

 

For our Student Wellness plan, our Safe and Caring committee of teachers, parents, community 

members and administration continues work on the Student Wellness plan.  Junior teachers (gr, 4-6) 

will be talking with students about what makes them feel safe at school – in the classroom, in the 

school, on the yard and on the bus.  We will use that feedback to identify strengths and areas for 

growth and include that in our work moving forward.   

 

We want to thank the many families that donated on “Toonie Tuesday” for the OCDSB Education 

Foundation – these funds will help students in crisis.  We also want to thank families and School 

Council for the many activities and events (ie. Scientists in Schools, cultural presentations, arts 

events) that are funded through fundraising activities.  These types of support really enhance the 

classroom experience and make the learning come alive! 
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District Needs Analysis – Community input welcome! 

The school district is seeking community input to develop a list of future capital priorities. The 

list of OCDSB capital priorities is submitted to the Ministry, usually once per year, and informs 

provincial decisions for funding new schools and/or additions to schools.  

The next Ministry call for capital submissions is anticipated for the spring of 2018.  Over the 

next two months, the Board is seeking input from the community.  A report on the input 

received, and final recommendations will be presented to the Board in April 2018.  

This is a good opportunity for school councils and community groups to consider the growth 

pressures in their community and identify possible impacts on the schools in the area.  While 

feedback on a range of issues is always welcome, in this consultation we are specifically 

interested in identifying areas where new pupil spaces will be required.  The capital priorities 

process does not include funding renovations, building maintenance, or school renewal. 

Key Questions to Consider: 

1.    Does the information in the District Needs Analysis package accurately reflect the 

growth issues affecting your school community? 

2.    Are there any other factors that might impact the analysis of growth needs affecting 

your school community? 

3.    Looking at the list of identified growth needs, are there other areas that you believe 

should be included on that list? 

 You can provide comments and/or questions via the following: 

 By email:                    2018capitalpriorities@ocdsb.ca 

By Fax:                       (613) 820-5210 

By Mail:   2018 OCDSB Capital Priorities, 133 Greenbank Road, Ottawa, Ontario K2H 6L3 

 

“Gotcha” Awards for February  

 

Grades 1, 2, 3    Grades: 4, 5, 6 

Edward (Tessier)   John (Currah) 

Levi (Tessier)    Ben (Takahashi) 

Carter (Maisouneuve)   Danica (Takahashi) 

Gavin (Doherty)   Avery (Kupo) 

     Keira (Kupo)   
  

 Way to go SPS! Keep showing that great character! 

https://www.ocdsb.ca/news/2018_capital_priorities_setting
http://ocdsb.ss13.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=6194364
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Dental Screening for grades JK, SK and 2  
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 

Lucy Charbonneau, registered dental hygienist with Ottawa Public Health, will provide 
a dental screening using a tongue depressor on April 24 & 25, 2018*, for grades JK, 
SK, 2, and other children as necessary. If your child’s grade is not selected, but you 
wish for the dental hygienist to see him/her, please advise the school. Only children 
identified as having dental needs will bring home a form. Follow-up school visits by 
the dental hygienist for individual children may be done. THIS DOES NOT REPLACE 
REGULAR DENTAL VISITS WITH YOUR FAMILY DENTIST.   
* Some date(s) may be subject to change 
 

This dental screening is offered in accordance with the Ontario Public Health 
Standards from Ontario Ministry of Health and Long Term Care. Personal Health 
Information is collected in compliance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act and the Personal Health Information Protection Act and will 
be used for the purpose of dental assessment, treatment and oral hygiene instruction, 
and for statistical purposes.  Questions concerning the collection and use of this 
information should be directed to the Supervisor of Dental Health Promotion, Ottawa 
Public Health, 400-1580 Merivale Rd., Ottawa, ON, tel.: 613-580-2424 ext 26376.  

 

 
 

 

Yard Conditions 

 

It has been a tough year for yard conditions – with the freeze-thaw cycle our field has been like an 

ice-rink or a mudpond!  When these conditions occur we are required to close the field for safety 

reasons and if the pavement is also ice covered it can result in an indoor recess.  When the pavement 

is free of ice we are rotating outside time with the primary classes having recess outside on the 

pavement for one recess and the junior classes outside for the other.  Teachers also take classes out 

during the day for some fresh air.  Spring is just around the corner and we look forward to having 

our full grounds available for play soon! 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

A new, convenient way for parents to pay for school items….. 

 

 
We are pleased to inform you that the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board will now be 

offering School Cash Online as its preferred method of payment for all school fees, including 

everything from field trips to yearbooks.  Our goal is to have over 90 percent of our families 

using School Cash Online – we are at 10 percent right now – help us reach our goal – register 

today! 

 

School Cash Online helps parents and community members pay school-related fees 

safely, quickly and easily. By using School Cash Online, you help increase efficiency and 

security at schools by making payments directly into your school’s bank account. This allows 

teachers and office staff to focus on helping students, and not counting cash. Plus, you get to stay 

informed of your child’s activities and needs!  

 

Powered by KEV Group, the new system puts all of the school fees available to your 

student online for purchase. Schools post their items and activities (i.e. field trips) through the 

system and assign the relevant fees to your child/student. You can then choose to purchase these 

fees online through three different methods, including credit cards. You can also stay informed 

and keep track of which school fees require your attention. 

 
You are now able to register – a simple task that takes less than five minutes – by visiting 

https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com. Visit www.ocdsb.ca if you’d like more information and to view 

Frequently Asked Questions. Should you encounter any difficulties, you can use the Parent Help 

Desk at 1-866-961-1803 or email: parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com 

 

Note: Attached to this newsletter are step by step instructions on how to register for School Cash 

On-line. 

 
 

News from the Classrooms….. 

 

Kindergarten News:  
Some kindergarten classes made a Friendship Fruit Salad to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 
Students brought their own fruit in to school and together the classes made a giant fruit 
salad. They enjoyed it together and the students ate more than the teacher’s expected! The 
students loved their fruit, and trying new fruits that they were maybe not as familiar with.  
 

 

https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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All kindergarten classes took part in a Winter Olympics Outdoor Fun Day. They used things 
like the snowshoes, sleds, parachutes and the giant “kinball” outdoors. It was a lot of fun for 
the students.  

 
School-Wide:  
Electrical Safety Presentation: All of the students did a great job of listening to a presenter 
from Hydro Ottawa. They learned a lot about how to be safe around electricity. They 
especially enjoyed the burning pickle demonstration! The demonstrator had different 
presentations for the different age groups.  

 
Olympic Spirit is high at SPS! We had a CANADA Spirit Day to kick off the Olympics and 
several classes have been doing themed activities to support and celebrate the competition.  
 

Grades 1-3:  
On Tuesday, Feb. 27th we welcomed Jody Marsolais to our Grade One/Two classes to give 
our students individual class drumming workshops. She brought Jembe drums, a First 
Nations Pow Wow drum, used African instruments, brain gym exercises and a collection of 
First Nations artifacts for students to see and learn about. 
 

We are so very grateful to Parent Council for funding the majority of this Cultural 
presentation for our Grade Ones and Twos.  Many thanks. Mrs. Kerwin 
 

In Mrs. Kerwin's music class with the English Grade One/Twos we have been treated to 
special guest musicians. We have been studying different types of music throughout the 
year and we welcomed a guitar player, and two clarinet players. In the spring we are 
having a vocal coach and a two pianists visit our class. The children love to see connections 
from a school music class to real live musicians and hear their stories. We also have been 
discussing the benefits to music for our bodies, minds and souls, as part of our school 
wellness plan. We prepared a sign language song with our Educational Assistant Miss Kim 
for our Grade One Showcase on Thursday, March 1st.  Music makes the world go round:) 
Mrs. Kerwin, Grade One 

 
Lego club for grade ones every Tuesday at first recess. Mme Nadanyi , Mme Moskos and 
Mrs. Welch 
 

Grade 1’s Showcase was held on March 1st. Dancing, singing, cheerleading, and 
gymnastics.  Presentations were at 9:45 for primary students and 2:00 for parents.  
 
Winter Safety Presentation 

Mme Moskos' and Mrs. Welch's class made up posters about winter safety. The students 
then did a presentation for the grade one classes to teach them the safety rules. 



Comic Book Presentation 

Grades 2-6 took part in a comic book drawing presentation. Artists Jermaine and Anthony 
from Freeze DNA in Toronto led the workshop and students were able to order books. 
 

Grade 3's have been starting their Swim to Survive for 3 weeks and they're super excited! 
Some classes have already begun and some are after March Break.  

 
To recognize Kindness week, Grade 3/4 will be trying to brainstorm how we can spread 
Kindness around SPS this week.  
 

Grade 3's are excited about the Dairy presentation for all 3's this Friday! 
 
Grades 4-6:  
EF5A (Mme Evans’ class)  was invited by their PenPals to go skating at the Rink of Dreams 
at City Hall on Wed, Feb 21st. They were looking forward to meeting their new friends from 
Mary Honeywell Elementary School, practicing their spoken French in an authentic setting, 
and getting some physical activity. This unfortunately had to be cancelled because of the 
weather. Thanks to OCDSB's Outdoor Education Fund, part of the cost of the trip will be 
covered whenever it is rescheduled. 
 

Triple-Ball: Over 40 students tried out for the grade ⅚ triple-ball team. The boy’s 
tournament was March 1st and the girl’s tournament was March 6.  

 
 

Upcoming Arctic Presentation for the Grades ⅚ Students: a recent OCDSB graduate came to 
present a free bilingual presentation about her experience working with Parks Canada and 
Students on Ice in the Arctic last summer. She talked about global citizenship, environment 
and culture. She has been highly reviewed by several teachers and is an engaging, young 
speaker. She did one presentation in French and one in English.  
 

Grade 6 classes completed their full-day Director’s Cut digit literacy workshops that 
promotes digital media literacy, language and social and collaboration skills through the 
creation of a digital literacy pieces. Students worked collaboratively to generate and 
organize ideas for a specific audience by developing story concepts and storyboards based 
on the deconstruction of novels. They used digital cameras and simple editing techniques 
to transfer their concept from paper to a meaningful string of digital pictures that will form 
a story.  
 

OCDSB Skills Competition: Several of our Grade 6 students had a great opportunity at The 
OCDSB Skills Competition. Four teams of grade 6 students (one team of four students per 
Grade 6 class), represented SPS at the competition at the end of January at LDH in 
Barrhaven.  Our Lego Engineering and Character Animation teams came second!  


